
battles in the underworld to maintain the creation. These verses 
do not affirm those myths, but they use poetic language to 
describe God’s mastery of the creation and his conquest of evil. 
(The use of sea dragons in pagan myths may trace back to 
recollections of the Serpent in the Garden.)  

c. Cf. Psalm 89:8-10; Job 26:12; Isaiah 27:1; 51:9-10. 

d. Mythopoetic Language.  

(1) These poems use mythical images without creating or 
affirming pagan mythology.  

(2) The pagans were guilty of being mythopoeic—crafting myths 
with their vain imaginations.  

(3) This is different from the Bible occasionally being 
mythopoetic. That the Bible is being mythopoetic is evident, 
for example, in the different ways Isaiah speaks of Leviathan 
and Rahab. For instance, in Isaiah 30:7, Egypt is described as 
the sea monster, Rahab, which God destroys. 

V. SUMMARY OF SIMILARITIES: What things account for these parallels? 

A. POLEMICS: Sometimes the Bible uses mythic wording and imagery 
combat pagan notions of the spirit realm and assert the supremacy of 
Yahweh alone. 

B. CONDESCENSION: Sometimes the Bible uses this language to 
accommodate patterns of thought the original audience was more 
familiar with than us. 

C. COINCIDENCE: Sometimes similarities are purely coincidental. Writing 
about the same topics will inevitably lead to similar phrases & talk. 

D. REMNANTS: Sometimes pagan mythology retains remnants of truth that 
have been corrupted as they have been passed down through the 
millennia. For instance, before the stories of Adam and Noah were 
written down, they were recited orally from one generation to the next. 
This knowledge of God’s dealings became more and more corrupted as 
people turned away from the true God to gods of their own making.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. “The Bible is a bunch of myths from bronze age goat herders.” 

1. A common accusation. 

2. Assumption: Israel never had an original thought. 

B. The Bible as the Revealed Word of God: A Fundamental Belief 

1. Does not require dictation (though that happened sometimes). 

2. Human authors communicated God’s message in their own way, but 
it was not a creation of mere human minds. 

C. The Bible among and above the Myths 

1. The Bible holds a unique place in the literature from its day. 

2. It is fundamentally different in content from pagan literature, 
whether texts of religion, law, history, poetry, etc. 

3. But there are some points of contact. 

a. Sometimes the forms of the Bible’s literature are like those of 
documents made in ancient days. 

b. Sometimes the Bible incorporates word pictures and concepts 
from mythology to promote God’s greater truth. 

II. DEFINITION: What is Myth? 

A. The Greek term mythos simply refers to a story that can be told word of 
mouth. The word doesn’t explicitly mean anything about the truth or 
falsity of the stories. 



B. Over time, it took on a technical meaning for well-crafted stories about 
divine beings. Some people used the word negatively to mean the stories 
were not true, but others used the term in a more neutral way. 

C. Pagan religions (rituals, requirements, and guidance) were built on 
various mythologies, some of which were quite similar.  

III. EXAMPLES OF PAGAN MYTHS—A VERY BRIEF SKETCH 

A. Many Stories, Many Commonalities. Stories from Egypt, Mesopotamia, 
and the Levant (Canaan & Syria) sometimes show remarkable similarities. 

1. Enuma Elish: A Babylonian creation story where the god, Apsu, and 
goddess, Tiamat, co-mingle to create the world. The name Tiamat is 
related to the Hebrew word “deep” used in Genesis 1:2, and the 
opening portion of the story has some parallels with Genesis 1. 

2. The Gilgamesh Epic: Gilgamesh as a Sumerian king who was later 
deified in various myths. Versions of his alleged exploits include his 
surviving a great flood in a boat and his pursuit of rejuvenating plant 
which is ultimately stolen by a serpent. 

3. The Ba’al-Cycles: The Canaanites and other ANE peoples have 
numerous versions about the ongoing battle of the gods. The 
dominant lord (ba’al) annually suffered defeat in the underworld, 
plunging the world into winter. But after cosmic battles he would 
resurrect and bring life-giving rain and produce. Various rituals were 
created to induce the ba’al to interact with humans favorably. 

B. The Chicken or the Egg?  

1. Some of the myths of the ancient world sound noticeably like parts of 
Bible stories, particularly epics like Enuma Elish and Gilgamesh. 
Critics assume that the Bible adapted these stories which were 
written centuries before Moses wrote Genesis.  

2. A better explanation is that these myths reflect a twisted collective 
memory of events. The stories we know from early Genesis were 
originally told orally, passed down through the centuries and 
mutated in darkened minds. The Bible’s account sets the record 
straight, as it were. 

IV. THE BIBLE’S INTERPLAY WITH PAGAN MYTHOLOGY 

A. EXAMPLES FROM NARRATIVES 

1. The Creation Account (Gen 1-2): Since Moses was schooled in Egypt, 
he would have been very familiar with ANE versions of the creation.  

a. His crafting of story does not follow any of the known myths, and 
he includes details that indirectly dispel mythic ideas. 

b. In Babylonian thought, the sea goddess, Tiamat, was a chaos 
deity who governed at creation. But Genesis 1:2 declares that 
the first stage of creation, though a watery world, was not a 
chaotic mess. Instead it was directly superintended by the Spirit. 

2. The Exodus Plagues (Ex 7-11): The various plagues against the 
Egyptians contradicted the myths of some of their gods: (1) Hapi, (2) 
Heqt, (3) Hathor & Nut (4) Shu & Isis, (5) Apis, (6) Sekhmet, (7) Geb, 
(8) Serapis, (9) Ra. 

3. The Prophets of Baal at Mt. Carmel (1 Kgs 18): Elijah challenges 450 
prophets of Ba’al to induce him to send down fire on the altar. 
Statues of Ba’al often show him holding a lightning bolt as he is 
considered the master of storms. Elijah proves that Yahweh is the 
master of fire from heaven. Cf. Isaiah 29:6 

B. EXAMPLES FROM POETRY 

1. The Psalms include a number of mythic images without endorsing 
belief in pagan mythology. Often God is praised for things which the 
ba’als were supposed to be masters of. 

a. Psalm 18:7-15. With epic imagery, David celebrates Yahweh’s 
many rescues of him throughout his life: shaking the earth, riding 
a cherub, sending out lightning, raining down hail and brimstone. 
These images were common in the ba’al epics where the highest 
rank went to storm gods. But these lines reveal Yahweh is the 
true master. 

b. Psalm 74:12-13. Recounting God’s work in creation (and possibly 
in the Exodus), Asaph describes God’s power in mythic terms. In 
the Ba’al epics, great sea monsters are annually defeated in  


